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Tell stories with your pictures! This yearlong course will teach you
the core skills of a professional photographer, which you'll use to tell
stories about your community and yourself.

A mentorship-based program, you'll interact regularly with
experienced photographers and storytellers to create impactful
work, learn communication and presentation skills, and have fun.

During class we'll be looking at amazing pictures (including your
own) and working towards making a book and public exhibition that
will represent your world and your vision.

When you look at a photograph, what is it really saying? How can
you make a photograph that says what you want to say? This course
is about seeing with emotion and literacy, and making photographs
that reflect your own personal voice and vision - this is about
breaking down the barrier between your ideas and your camera.

the

&
a0

What skills does a
photographer use?

« Problem-solving

« Interpersonal communication

- Creativity

- Confidence

« Anticipating events before
they happen

« Public speaking

« Making friends

« Advocating for yourself

Major Support From:
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Instructors and Program Staff:

Nina Robinson is an award-winning documentary photographer and educator
based in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Including precisely what is necessary, her
work has been described as tender, cinematic and visceral. It has been featured
on international platforms including National Geographic, New York Times and
Time Lightbox. She covers stories in the American South, Midwest, and East
coast.

Tsar Fedorsky is a photographer whose work has been exhibited nationally and
published worldwide. She was awarded an Artist Fellowship Grant from the
Massachusetts Cultural Council in 2015, and was a Critical Mass Finalist in 2015
and 2017. Her first book The Light Under the Door was published in August
2017 by Peperoni Books. She was the recipient of a Guggenheim fellowship in
2018.

Morgan C. Mullings covers the Massachusetts Legislature and Boston’s city
government for The Bay State Banner with a focus on how local and state
governments affect minorities. Mullings has interned with Rolling Stone and
Metropolis magazine, which covers the architecture and design industries, and
NYLON, focusing on copyediting, reporting and research. At St. John’s
University in Queens, N.Y., she served as Editor-in-Chief of the independent,
award-winning student newspaper, The Torch.
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Alison Morley is a photo editor, consultant and educator. She is Chair Emeritus
of the Documentary Practice and Visual Journalism Program at thelnternational
Center of Photography in New York where she led a wide range of international
students since 2000. Currently, she works as a book and portfolio consultant
and educator for photographers and partnering institutions globally.

Ben Brody is an independent photographer, educator, and picture editor
working on long-form projects related to the American wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan, and their aftermath. He is the Director of Photography for The
GroundTruth Project and Report for America, and the author of the critically-
acclaimed photobook Attention Servicemember.

Cece Rosenman is an SClI AmeriCorps member serving at the YMCA of Greater
Boston. She earned her bachelor’s degree in Art History and Colonialism
Studies from Tufts University, focusing her research on contemporary
photographic portraiture. Cece is thrilled to be working with students in the
Photographic Storytelling Workshop this year.
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Syllabus

-Term One-

1/14 Week 1 (All sections meet together)

Introduce all students and teaching assistants.
Instructors introduce themselves and show some work.
Go over class rules/expectations

Go over class goals/syllabus/end of year products

Assignment for next week: Bring 1 picture you love into class - email them to instructor ahead of time.

1/21 Week 2
(All sections together) Fujifilm tech representative: Camera basics: changing battery, SD card, flash,
automatic settings, downloading pictures.

(Breakout rooms with mentors) Looking at students’ pictures - asking “What’s going on in this picture?”
discussing specifically what elements of the picture communicate that. Introducing vocabulary in these
discussions.

Assignment for next week: Take 10 pictures of whatever you want, and upload pictures to YMCA Google
Drive folders

1/28 Week 3

(All sections together) Introduction to more advanced camera functions: shutter speed, aperture, ISO, zoom.
Looking at pictures that demonstrate various shutter speed and aperture effects. Tutorials using videos:
Camera Basics! (Peter McKinnon) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixRKeQMa7Nc

Photography Tutorial: 1SO, Aperture, Shutter Speed (Seattle) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_
B8pVoANyY

(Breakout rooms with mentors) The students will each bring 10 pictures they made for the assignment, and
we'll talk about what these pictures mean to them using the “what’s going on in this picture?” conversation.

Assignment for next week: use one of the techniques discussed in lecture such as blur/sharp/depth of field/
long exposure/zoom

2/4 Week 4

Icebreaker: Begin with PhotoWings interview with Sarah Blesner discussing what it means to use
photography to connect with family, followed by discussion. Talking about student’s assignment pictures
briefly. Looking at how photographers use deliberate visual strategies to communicate effectively.

(Breakout rooms with mentors) The students will each bring 10 pictures they made for the
assignment, and we'll talk about how they used camera settings to control the look and  Foindation

feel of their photographs.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ixRKeQMa7Nc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_

Assignment: Find a short PhotoWings video and write a few sentences about what that photographers’ work
means to you.

2/11 Week 5

Aperture “On Sight” (Jason Fulford triangles) followed by open discussion. Reinforcing aperture/shutter
speed/ISO lessons with video and slideshow demonstrating techniques and having students forensically
decipher them - ex: was this picture made with a fast or slow shutter speed and why?

Breakout rooms: discussing assignments briefly, noting which artists individual students are drawn to.

Assignment: 10 pictures of community or family demonstrating use of aperture (wide or shallow depth-of-
field).

2/18 Week 6

Introduce icebreaker videos as examples of artists using photography to represent their historically
maligned or misrepresented community in a fair or positive light.

Zanele Muholi, “Hail the Dark Lioness”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7aZMmaVTwY

LaToya Frazier,“The Notion of Family:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=asBMg8yQX5w

Group discussion of the videos and themes - how has your community been impacted by representation?

Assignment: 5 pictures with people in them. Pick up laptops, camera bags and “photo cheat sheets” from
YMCA.

2/25 Week 7

Icebreaker video: Richard Rinaldi, “Touching Strangers”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bNCQJsT7Vg

Discussion of concept of Renaldi’s work, looking at how he gets permission from strangers, and how he
creates a cohesive project by taking the same concept and applying it to lots of different pictures.

Adobe Lightroom Classic workflow presentation: walking through importing images from the Fujifilm
cameras, organizing files, editing, toning, and file export settings.

Assignment: free week

3/4Week 8

Icebreaker video: Robin Schwartz, YouTube video “Amelia and the Animals” https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=R1PtPp26eQg followed by discussion about photographing with a deliberate intention versus a
more instinctive approach. Looking at how available light vs flash changes the feeling of a picture.
Demonstrate Fujifilm self timer and remote camera control through Fujifilm app. In-class assignment -
Students have 20 minutes to take a self portrait and upload to shared Google Drive. Discussing images in
breakout rooms.

Assignment: Import the self portraits into Lightroom, make toning adjustments, and export the toned jpegs.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t7aZMmaVTwY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=asBMg8yQX5w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2bNCQJsT7Vg
https://www.youtube.com/

-Term Two-
Representing yourself, your family, and your community

3/11 Week 9

Icebreaker video: Family Albums: Why Preserving Family Albums Matters
https://vimeo.com/386370949

Reinforcing Lightroom workflow with extended toning demonstration and discussion. Does this picture
look better in B/W or color? High or low contrast? How much clarity is too much?

Breakout rooms: Sharing toned self-portraits

Assignment: Photograph what you would like people to remember about your own family - turnin 10
pictures.

3/18 Week 10

Icebreaker video: Presentation on current exhibit at the Whitney Museum of American Art. Some discussion
about photo collaboratives & groups. “Working Together: The Photographers of the Kamoinge Workshop”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arH3RVgz8f0

Discussion of artist collectives and creating your own community of people who inspire and support each
other.

Breakout rooms: Discussing family album project
Assignment: Make 10 photographs that represent your life, and pick three to present to your group.

3/25 Week 11

Icebreaker videos:

“Family Pictures at the Columbus Museum of Art” (2018)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21Mqg-VhvJmk

“Through a Lens Darkly: Family Photo Aloums” (Independent Lens)
https://www.pbs.org/video/independent-lens-family-photo-albums/

Nina Robinson presents her family album project followed by group discussion about how the images were
displayed. Encourage students to write, and let their writing guide their photography.
Breakout rooms discussing assignment

Assignment: Shoes can show a lot about a person or a space - upload 10 photographs of shoes in your home

4/1 Week 12

Quote: To imagine yourself inside another person... is what a storywriter does in every piece of work; it is his
first step.- Eudora Welty

Icebreaker videos:

Lawson, Deana, “Black America Again: Deana Lawson”

https://vimeo.com/196318028?ref=em-share The Vil _

Lawson, Deana, “Greater New York 2010 at MoMA PS1: Deana Lawson” Foundation
https://youtu.be/yyjeZ4APWYgA

Discussion about vernacular photography; photos of ordinary things; take pics of the VI I F
most mundane things. Discussion about VSCO, Instagram filters; toning.


https://vimeo.com/386370949
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arH3RVgz8f0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21Mq-VhvJmk
https://www.pbs.org/video/independent-lens-family-photo-albums/
https://vimeo.com/196318028?ref=em-share
https://youtu.be/yyjeZ4PWYgA

Breakout rooms discussing assignment

Assignment: Tell a story about someone in your family using 10 photos. Write a paragraph describing this
person. Upload a picture of your writing with your photographs.

4/8 Week 13

Quote: A photograph is a secret about a secret. The more it tells you the less you know.- Diane Arbus
Icebreaker Video:

https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2016/diane-arbus

Slideshow of contemporary portraits and discussion about portraiture outside of the home, how
photographers use different styles of portraiture to say different things about their subjects and themselves.

Assignment: free week!

4/15 Week 14

Icebreaker Video:

Musinguzi, Nancy, “It’s the People: LGBT”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gm3aOAosM38

Discussing video - is Nancy’s approach with the signs effective at conveying her message? What might you
do differently?

Story pitches: Putting together a paragraph on what they want to photograph in their community. What
kinds of things do they have access to?

Slideshow showing different kinds of projects:

Mamie Heldman (friends)

Ruth Prieto Arenas (Mexican immigrants)

Harry Scales (Dorchester)

Amy Arbus (screaming babies)

Follow up questions are: (i) From these portrait projects, what moves you? (ii) Does the idea of a specific
project excite you? (iii) Does it give you any ideas of how to start?

Brainstorm ideas using whiteboard

Assignment: What kind of community-based project do you want to do during the summer, considering
safety and access?

4/22 Week 15
First meeting with students in Boston @ the Boston Common (3-5pm)

4/29 Week 16

Minneapolis photographers covering racial justice: Jaida Grey Eagle, Ben Hovland, and Patience Zalanga.
Who's in the picture? What objects are in the frame? Discussing body language, facial expressions that start
to tell the whole story.

Minneapolis and police violence protests in Minneapolis and across the nation. How Foundation
photographers use their medium to express how they feel and cover historical events.

Differences between photographers living in the communities they’re photographing
versus someone flying in/parachuting in.

Morgan Mullings sharing her local work in Boston.


https://www.metmuseum.org/exhibitions/listings/2016/diane-arbus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gm3aOAosM38

Breakout rooms to discuss project ideas.
Assignment: Free week

5/6 Week 17

Icebreaker Video:

The New York Times LENS Photojournalism: “On assignment with: Michelle Agins - behind the scenes video
in the Haitian church, Queens NY”
https://www.nytimes.com/video/multimedia/1247466845581/on-assignment-with-michelle-agins.
html?src=vidm

Breakout room discussions about project ideas.
Assignment: Take 10 photos related to your project.

5/13 Week 18

Icebreaker Video:

Orue, Parrarik, “Documentary Photography with Paccarik Orue” (American-Peruvian photographer working
out of Richmond, CA)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n16hfWLLo9w

Discussing representation of a community - “Making an ‘ugly’ place look beautiful”

Discussing workflow making a project - shot list (wish list)

Show Eugene Smith’s shot list and Life Magazine’s assignment list. Everything you can think of to tell the
whole story.

Assignment: Make a photo wish list of 5 images. What are 5 photographs you envision making that relate to
your project?

5/20 Week 19
Seniors are in finals - no class!

-Term Three-
June Project - A Day in My Life

5/27 Week 20

Icebreaker video: The New Black Vanguard: Micaiah Carter on drawing inspiration from family photographs
and family history

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8I3XZV9Rus0

Discuss how you can find inspiration close to home, and find ideas to steer your projects.

Introduce “A Day in my Life” project as a way to complete a more approachable project ahead of a more
ambitious community-based project. Show demo presentation of a day in Ben Brody’s life, and examine
what he photographed and why.

Discuss NY Times “This is 18” photo project

Brainstorm image ideas for a day in your life e Vi o

Assignment: 20 pictures that will represent a day in your life. VI I F


https://www.nytimes.com/video/multimedia/1247466845581/on-assignment-with-michelle-agins
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n16hfWLLo9w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8l3XZV9Rus0

6/3 Week 21
Icebreaker video: TBD

Give Student Survey

Review of shutter speed, aperture and ISO camera functions

Editing demonstration on teen’s “Day in My Life” images, brainstorm about what pictures would strengthen
the project

Assignment: 20 pictures that will represent a day in your life.

6/10 Week 22
Icebreaker video: TBD

Writing prompt: Who are you in school? Who are you out of school?

Edit new photos. Finalize what you will share in exhibition. Use discussion to write captions and order
images. Option to add: storytelling activity game? (idea: partner groups share images. Partner A needs to
write story about Partner B images. Then discuss to determine artist’s intention. Discussion: Which images
are from time in school? Time out of school? Time outside of home? Does this shape how you want to group
images together?

Assignment: 20 pictures that will represent a day in your life.

6/17 Week 23

Field Trip to Arnold Arboretum!

We will meet at the Forest Hills train station and walk together to the Arnold Arboretum. Bring your cameras
with a fully-charged battery and SD card.

6/24 Week 24
Icebreaker video:TBD

Class presentations of “A Day in My Life Project”

Assignment: keep working on community project

July Project - Portraiture

7/1 Week 25

Meet at YMCA Eggleston

Hands on lighting workshop at YMCA photo/media center
Students photograph each other with objects from home

7/8 Week 26

Meet at YMCA Eggleston

Looking at portrait projects The VIl _
Making portraits for community project Foundation

7/15 Week 27
Field Trip - Studio visit with photographer Lou Jones



7/22 Week 28

Meet at YMCA Eggleston

Hands on printing workshop at YMCA photo/media center
Students print portrait projects

7/29 Week 29
Meet at YMCA Eggleston
Class presentations of portrait projects

August- Community Project

8/5 Week 30
Continuing to refine community project

8/12 Week 31
Continuing to refine community project

8/19 Week 32
Continuing to refine community project

8/26 Week 33
Continuing to refine community project

-Term Four-
Exhibiting your work

9/2 Week 34
Field trip to photography exhibit in Boston

9/9 Week 35
Editing and producing final exhibition

9/16 Week 36
Editing and producing final exhibition

TBD
Final exhibition!
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